aplurality of circumferential connecting struts interconnecting a. leas, some of the 
adjacent circu^re^^ circumferentia. connecting struts 

extending between the apex portions that overlap one another. 



2 (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein in the deployed orientation, adjacent 

support structure are positioned intermediate the apex portions on a facings.de of an 
adjacent support structure. 

3 (Original) T^stent of claim 1 wherein at leas, some of the circurr^al 
connecting stmts have a Vs™<cr than a width of the longitudinal struts. 



4. (Original) The stent 
connecting struts have a width at least twicers 



of claim ^herein at least some of the circumferential 

as a width of the longitudinal struts. 



fS. (Original)\The stent 
have widths that tape>as the at least some 
longitudinal axis. 



V 



of claim 1 wherein at least some of the longitudinal struts 

longitudinal struts extend along the stent body 



6. (Original) The stent 
comprises pairs 



1) ine sient ckclaim 5 wherein each circumferential support structure 
of tapered struLtemating with single, n on-tapere d struts. 




7. (Original) The stent 
the non-tapered struts. 



of clairr>6 wherein the pairs of tapered struts are longer than 



(Original) The stent of claim 7 wherein the pairs of longer tapered struts are 
Interconnected by the circumferential connecting struts. 

9 (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the circumferential connecting stmts 
joining first and second adjacent support stmcrures exte^dj^fto^ction and fte 
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circumferential connecting struts joining second and third support structures extend in a 
second direction opposite the first direction. 

10. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein some of thejongitudinal struts are longer 
/ m than other longitudinal struts, and wherein the longer longitudinal struts provide the 

longitudinal overlap at the apex portions. 

11. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the circumferential connecting struts 
connecting the apex portions are angl^vith respect to a circumferential direction. 

12. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the undulating pattern defines a 
1 wavelength, and wherein the circumferential connecting members are at least one half the 

length of the wavelength. 

13. (Original) The stent of claim 1, wherein the circumferential connecting members 
1 are located between onlyjome of the adjacent pairs of circumferential support structures. 

14. (Original) The stent of claim 13, wherein some adjacent pairs of circumferential 
f support structures have apex portions that ojpose one another, and other adjacent pairs of 

circumferential support structures have apex portions that are offset from one another. 

15. (Original) The stent of claim 13, wherein only alternating pairs of circumferential 
^ support structures are interconnected by the circumferential support structures. 

16. (Original) The stent of claim 13, wherein threejx^ 

Jfr support structures are interconnected by the circumferential connecting members. 



17. (Currently Amended'XA stent comprising; 

a stent body expandable between an un-deployed orientation and a deployed 
orientation, the stent body having a longitudinal axis extending between first and second 
open ends; \ 
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the stent body having a plurality of adjacent circumferential support structures, 
\circumferential support structures being spaced- apart along the longitudinal axis; 
\each support structure including longitudinal struts interconnected at apex 
portion^ longitudinal struts and apex portions defining an undulating pattern; and 
a plurality of circumferential connecting struts interconnecting at least some of 
the adjacent deferential support structures, the circumferential connecting struts 
extending betweenihe apex portions of adjacent circumferential support structures, at 
least some of the circumferential connecting starts having a width greater than awtdth of 

Ua lumiimlin ,1 1.. ^ntrnf-r^' -"-H" "™» ^ °nen<ed^ially, 

per pendicular H -tive to the longitudinal struts. 

,8 (Original) The stent of claim lT^herein at least some of the circumferential 
connecting struts have a width at leas, twice a>great as the width of the longitudinal 
struts. 

19. (Original) A stent comprising: 

a stent body expandable between an un-deployed orientation and a deployed 
Nation, the stent body having a longitudinal axis extending between first and 
second open ends; 

the stent body having a plurality of adjacent cjrcygfae ntial support structures , the 
circumferential support structures being spaced- apart along the longitudinal axts; 

each support structure including lor^fudiralstmts interconnected at apex portons, 
the longitudinal struts and apex portions defining an undulating pattern; and 

a plurality of circumferential connecting struts interconnecting onlysome of the 
adjacent circumferential support structures, the circumferential connecting struts 
extending between the apex portions of adjacent circumferential support 
structures, wherein some£airs of adjacent circumferential support structures have 
apex portions that oppose one another, and other pairs of adjacent support 
structures have apex portions that are offset by the circumferential connecting 
struts. 
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If 



20. (Original) The stent 



of claim 19, wherein only alternating pairs of circumferential 



support structures are n 



interconnected by the circumferential support structures. 
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